European Nations Settle North America Lesson Plan

Objectives:

Students will be able to speak and write about the European nations who colonized North America and the effects thereof.

Standards:

OSPI’s Essential Academic Learning Requirements (EALRs) 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 3.1, 3.3, 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 5.1, 5.2 & 5.4

Materials:

Handout (see below)

pictures of Cabot and of Jamestown

wall map

Procedures:


This lesson is primarily lecture oriented. The teacher will give students the handout (see attached). The handout is a modified version of the notes the teacher uses to instruct this lesson. Using the notes (below), the teacher lectures using pictures of Jamestown, and uses the map to show the countries involved in the Seven Years War. 

Assessment:

· Formative assessment – The teacher will have the students (oral) answer questions about the previous day's lesson.

· Summative assessment – The students will have a written opportunity to show what they have learned covering lessons 4, 5 & 6. This will involve multiple choice, short answer and short essay questions.

Modifications:


If there are students who are having difficulty with the lesson, the students will be able to study the lesson at home since the handout is essentially the teacher's own notes.

Giovanni Caboto (John Cabot) – Italian explorer in the service of England. Sailed in 1497 to find a northern route to Asia. Landed in Newfoundland. Probably the first European after Columbus to explore the Americas.

French explorers sailed the northern route in the hope of reaching Asia. These included Giovanni da Verrazzano who explored the Carolinas and New York Harbor in 1524; Jacques Cartier made contact with the Iroquois and sailed up the St Lawrence River in 1535; Samuel de Champlain founded the city of Quebec in 1608.

Jamestown – First successful (there were several failed attempts) permanent English settlement in the Americas, founded in 1607. Early relations with natives went well until disease, poor harvests and growing demand for land for tobacco crops caused relations to deteriorate. 

Pilgrims – English religious group separate from the Church of England. Fled to Holland but after several years they feared they were losing their identity. Traveled to Massachusetts aboard the Mayflower, founded Plymouth Colony in 1620.

Puritans – English religious group with strict Christian beliefs (Calvinist, theocracy). A more radical group immigrated to Massachusetts in early 1600s. Imposed strict rules on its members (no alcohol, no gambling, no celebrations – including Christmas) and began to impose their beliefs on others. Were not tolerant of other religious settlers in Massachusetts.

King Philip’s War (1675-1676) – Metacom (known as King Philip to the English) was leader of the Wampanoag Confederacy. Natives were devastated by smallpox. Plymouth and other colonies in Massachusetts continued to expand. Natives attacked deep into colonial territories. Colonists pushed back eventually killing Metacom and around 800 out of 20,000 natives. Around 800 out of 52,000 colonists were killed.

Henry Hudson, English but working for the Dutch East India Company, mapped the area around what is now known as New York Harbor in 1609. The Dutch established a colony on Manhattan Island in 1625, named it New Amsterdam, and bought the island from the Lenape Indians a year later for about $1000. Dutch territories were called New Netherland and made their money in the fur trade. England conquers New Netherland in 1664 and renamed it New York. The Dutch win it back in 1673 only to return it to the English a year later by treaty.

Seven Years War (French and Indian War) – Could be considered the first true world war. It started in 1754 as the English began to expand their North American territories into areas claimed by France. The war spread to Europe in 1756 and included The Holy Roman Empire, Russia, Spain. And spread to England’s and France’s colonies around the world – India, West Africa, Central America & the Caribbean, the Philippines. England won in 1763, gaining Florida, Canada, and all territories east of the Mississippi River. Results – English lands west of the Appalachian Mountains were to be reserved for Indians (which did not last long as colonists looked for new areas to settle. And, the war put England deeply in debt, so it increased taxes and other economic burdens on its colonies which led to the American Revolution.

